Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

DigitalCommons@PCOM
Digest

10-1992

Digest of the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine (Fall 1992)
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.pcom.edu/digest
Part of the Medical Education Commons, and the Osteopathic Medicine and Osteopathy
Commons
Recommended Citation
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, "Digest of the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (Fall 1992)" (1992).
Digest. Book 151.
http://digitalcommons.pcom.edu/digest/151

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@PCOM. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digest by an authorized
administrator of DigitalCommons@PCOM. For more information, please contact library@pcom.edu.

Philadelphia
College of
Osteopathic
Medic1ne
Fall
Issue
1992

Postgraduate program
continues to grow
PC OM's commitment to
improving its educational
product does not stop at its
undergraduate program. Read
how its internship, residency and
fellowship programs continue to ~
grow in both size and quality.
Page 2

PCOM wishes its best
to an outgoing dean
As Daniel L. Wisely, DO, begins
his well-deserved retirement as
dean, he leaves an indelible
imprint on the college through
his many accomplishments and
friendships.
Page 5

Orchestrating a life
of music and medicine
For most physicians, the art of
practicing medicine provides
more than enough challenge. But
for three alumni it's not enough.
Torn between their desire to be
physicians and their love and
talent for music, these alumni
decided to have it all.
Page 8

Rockwell collector
turns museum owner
Donald Stoltz, '61, more than
dabbles in art as he and his
brother own and operate their
own Rockwell Museum in Center
City Philadelphia.
Page 13
Philadelphia Orchestra principal clarinetist Anthony Gigliotti, left, and Sherman N. Leis, '67, on the steps of the Academy of Music
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PRESIDENT'S PERSPECTIVE
PCOM gains momentum for future challenges
hen I look back at the events that shaped the first three
months of our current fiscal year, I'm tempted to
paraphrase William Shakespeare and call that period the
"summer of our discontent. " By now you have received
several letters from me describing the unexpected events
that forced us to reshape our plans for our College and its hospital.
The summer has passed and we have had an opportunity to
evaluate the impact of these events. I am pleased to report that
although the setbacks we faced were significant, your alma mater
remains strong and committed to its mission.
As of this writing , there has been no restoration of the $5.6
million subsidy for our College that was eliminated in July by
Pennsylvania Governor Bob Casey. While we are hopeful that at
least a portion of the funding will be restored , we have developed a
business plan that does not depend on this happening. We have
learned that we cannot rely on the whims of government for support
of our institution in the future, but rather look upon any assistance as
a bonus to assist us in particular areas, not in day-to-day
operations.
The work stoppage at our City Avenue campus , though
unfortunate, in the end had a beneficial outcome for our institution .
We were able to hold the line on wages and benefits and to institute
work rule changes that will allow us to manage our resources more
efficiently and to break the vicious cycle of pattern bargaining that
forced us to negotiate terms similar to other area health care
institutions. Most gratifying , though , is the true collegiality that
developed among employees , staff, faculty and students , who were
unwavering in their support of our goals. We were portrayed
favorably in the media, whose fair and balanced reporting enabled
us to get our message to the community not only about strike
issues, but also about the contributions our institution makes to the
Delaware Valley.
I am pleased to report also that we began this new academic
year with our largest class ever, 226 students, and with a further
strengthening of our postgraduate education program. Our house
staff numbers more than 200 - 78 interns and 150 residents and
fellows, training in 15 different postgraduate primary care and
specialty programs. New programs in occupational medicine and
geriatrics are up and running. In addition, we have opened another
health care center, near our Parkview campus, to serve that
community and strengthen the urban training opportunities for our
fourth-year students and general practice residents .
We have come through a difficult time, and though we still face
major challenges , the College maintains its leadership role in
providing innovative , relevant training for future osteopathic
physicians. But our success depends on you- on your
contributions to our Annual Fund and the upcoming fund raising
campaign , and your admissions of patients to our hospital. I
appreciate the trust you have shown in me and my administration
during the past several months ; I hope we can count on your
continued support.
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Postgraduate
program
flourishes
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine is steadily developing one of the
largest osteopathic postgraduate training programs in the country. Over the past 2 Y2 years
it has increased the size of its internship
program to 78 and significantly increased the
size and number of its residency programs.
"With approximately 150 residents and
fellows , we have the potential , which we are
quickly approaching , to become one of the
premiere osteopathic postgraduate training
programs in the nation ," says Kenneth J. Veit,
'76, assistant dean for graduate medical
education and acting dean of PCOM.
The expansion , Veit explains, was initiated
by Leonard H. Finkelstein , '59, Osteopathic
Medical Center president. "We believe that by
having a critical mass of postgraduate
programs under the direction of the college ,
the academic focus and clinical education
received by all components of PCOM medical school , internships, residencies and
fellowships- will be enhanced ," says Veit.
"We also believe that by offering students as
many career options as possible, we are
demonstrating a commitment to them beyond
their four years of medical school."

Internships and residencies
The internship program encompasses both
campuses of Osteopathic Medical Center as
well as its affiliates- St. Agnes Medical
Center, Germantown Hospital and Medical
Center, Albert Einstein Medical Center and
Episcopal Hospital. "These affiliations with
other Philadelphia hospitals offer a depth of
teach ing and expose students to different
demographics of patients within the training
program ," says Veit.
The residencies include many of the same
affiliations . Residencies are available in
anesthesiology, ENT, dermatology,
neurosurgery, ophthalmology, orthopedic
surgery, general practice , osteopathic
manipulative medicine, internal medicine,
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Postgraduate Program Expansion 1990-1993
"With approximately 150 residents and fellows,
we have the potential, which we are quickly
approaching, to become one of the premiere
osteopathic postgraduate training programs
in the nation," says Kenneth J. Veit, '76,
assistant dean for graduate medical
education and acting
dean of PCOM.
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ob/gyn, general surgery, urology, plastic surgery, podiatric
surgery, radiology and emergency medicine.

Fellowships
Internal medicine fellowship programs are available in
cardiology, gastroenterology, nephrology and pulmonary. A new
fellowship in utilization review/quality assessment has just been
offered, and programs in occupational medicine, pathology and
psychiatry are also being considered.

Program intricacies
The quality of PCOM 's postgraduate program is increased
not only by the variety of the specialties available, but also by
the depth offered by training at OMC's affiliate hospitals in
addition to its own hospital campuses . Depending on the
specialty program selected, residents train at a variety of sites.
Internal medicine residents, for example, train at the City Avenue
and Parkview campuses , as well as at St. Agnes Medical Center.
"By rotating through different hospitals, the residents get a
much broader experience in the rhymes and reasons of clinical
practice, of the reasons good doctors might do things
differently," says Veit. "In terms of the student education
process, it is a plus to have them exposed to that sort of thought
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process and critical thinking."
By expanding the program's offerings to areas never before
available at an osteopathic medical school, such as
dermatology and plastic surgery, and increasing the size and
quality of all programs, PCOM is rece·iving more applications
from non-PCOM graduates.
Among interns, 16 percent are non-PCOM graduates; among
residents , about 30 percent are graduates of other osteopathic
schools.
"This diversity of medical school training backgrounds gives
the students perspectives from other parts of the country," says
Veit.

Success in a competitive environment
The postgraduate programs have succeeded despite the
fact that nationwide there are more funded positions than there
are graduates. "In a highly-competitive field our applicant pool
continues to grow in all programs, and we have been able to
attract excellent, high-quality students," says Veit. "That's true
even though most osteopathic residency programs must now
compete with the well-known allopathic hospitals in Philadelphia.
That's the competition . We intend to continue to meet this
competition by offering quality postgraduate programs."

4

~1 million ~ft sets pace for new fundraising campaign
With a $1 million pledge in hand, PCOM is in the
and to identify leadership from PCOM's constituencies.
preparatory stages of a three-year capital campaign .
As outlined in the study's report, PCOM's capital camThe college's Annual Fund will continue
paign will take the form of a selective, tarconcurrently with the new campaign,
geted major gift effort initially enlisting the
which will also be administered by Hale T.
support of the boards from the hospital, the
Peffall, Jr. , and the department of alumni
college
, the corporation and alumni leaders.
ANNUAL FUND REPORT
In
later
stages of the campaign , faculty , the
relations and development.
1991/1992
Plans to establish a formal campaign
entire alumni body and administration will
ANNUAL GIVING . .............. $ 1,379,130*
be approached . Foundations and corporabegan with a feasibility study which
coLLEGE EQUIPMENT. . .... · · · · · · · $
12,750
tions will be solicited in the final stage.
incorporated responses from interviews
HONORARIA,
MEMORIALS,
The exact monetary goal for the
with a variety of PCOM's constituents ,
SCHOLARSHIPS,
STUDENT LOANS ..... $
77,059
including more than two dozen alumni
HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT ............ $ 28,802
campaign has not yet been established .
from across the country. The study,
However, with the completion of the master
OSTEOPATHIC PROGRESS FUND. . . . . . . $ 54,735
STUDENT PHONATHON . . . . . . . . . . . $ 60,653
facility plan as its cornerstone, the
conducted by a consulting firm, also
UNITEDWAY .. ... ....... .. ... . $
10,310
fundraising campaign will generate funds
included analyses of PCOM 's fundraising
history and past giving records. Comple~
for the medical college facilities and
TOTALANNUALFUNDGIFfS ........ $ 1,623,439
ted early this year, the study was submitassociated educational needs.
In the next several weeks, PCOM will
ted to the Development Committee, and
GIFfS RECEIVED JULY 1, 1991 THRU JUNE 30, 1992
was later adopted by the Board of Trustees.
be finalizing its fund raising campaign so
that it can begin to move more swiftly
In addition to testing the probable
*INCLUDES FIRST $1 MILLION DOLLAR PLEDGE
FOR UPCOMING CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
toward the future, not only with a clearer
success of a major campaign , the study
serves to identify the needs of the
vision of its goals, but also with a means to
institution as viewed by potential
finance those goals. Now more than ever
contributors, to establish a general plan of
PCOM will be turning to all its constituents for support in
implementation, to indicate financial parameters
this most crucial campaign .

Leonard H. Finkelstein, '59, receives ACOS 'Distinguished Surgeon Award'
Third Ventricle" in the neurosurgery discipline; Joseph T. Conroy
Ill , MS, PCOM faculty advisor, and Jeffrey B. Alpern , DO, PCOM
assistant professor of surgery, for "Chylothorax Following
Orthotopic Cardiac Transplantation" in the cardiothoracic
discipline; and Hal J. Bashein , DO , Danilo Zamora, MD , Robert
Klaus, MD, Walter Gerber, MD, Philip C . Ginsberg, '80, and
Leonard H. Finkelstein, '59, FACOS,
Michael C . Morris, MD, Leonard S.
Anderson , MD , Deepak Mital , MD, for
"Effects of Pancreaticocystostomy on the
Lower Urinary Tract" for the urologic
discipline. Also taking first place honors in
the poster session for plastic surgery and
overall was Theodore Eisenberg , '76,
FACOS, for "Rebuilt Radiated Anophthalmic Eye Socket (An Eye Opener)."
Third place in the urology discipline
for posters was awarded to Leland M.
Coffman, DO, Michael Chiusano, DO,
Christopher Schmidt, DO, Anthony Elisco,
DO, Matthew Mene, DO, Samuel
Manfrey, '75, Laurence Belkoff, DO, and
Leonard H. Finkelstein, '59, FACOS, for
"Seventeen-Year Experience with Bladder
Leonard H. Finkelstein, '59, FACOS, is
Pacemaker." Also at the annual meeting,
presented with the "Distinguished Surgeon
F. Kenneth Shockley, '64, was officially
Award" from outgoing ACOS president Saul
installed as the new ACOS president.

Leonard H. Fi.nkelstein , '59, FACOS, OMC president, is the
1992 recipient of the American College of Osteopathic Surgeons' "Distinguished Surgeon Award. " The award, presented
at the ACOS annual meeting, recognizes his accomplishments in
urologic surgery as well as leadership in the osteopathic profession and osteopathic medical education .
In addition to Finkelstein's award, several
other PCOM alumni and residents were also
honored at the meeting. Urology residents
Kenneth M. Belkoff, DO, and Hal J. Bashein,
DO, each received one of the 1992 ACOS
Resident Achievement Awards. Bashein also
received second place in the Robert C.
Erwin Literary Achievement Awards.

Exhibits and poster sessions
Taking first place in the urologic discipline and second place overall for scientific
exhibits was "Physical Principles of ESWL"
by Michael Chiusano, DO, Matthew Mene,
DO, Leonard H. Finkelstein, '59, FACOS,
Samuel Manfrey, '75, Leland Coffman, DO ,
. Christopher Schmidt, DO, Anthony Elisco,
DO, and Laurence Belkoff, DO.
Awarded first place in the poster sessions
were: Dan Miulli, MS, DO , and Richard B.
Kanoff, '75, FACOS, for "Stereotactic
Treatment of Colloid Cyst of the

Peter Koro, Jr., '61, FA COS.
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PCOM bids a
lond farewell to
retiring dean
Daniel L. Wisely, DO,
instructs a student in
the suturing lab.

When Daniel L. Wisely, DO, FACOS, announced his retirement as PCOM dean , many tears were shed by students ,
faculty, staff and especially from Dean Wisely himself.
His decision to retire this past July after nearly a decade of
outstanding service was not an easy one for Wisely . In the end ,
his desire to spend more time with his wife Nan , who wintered in
Florida for health reasons, was the deciding factor. "It wasn '1 a spur-of-the-moment decision," he said shortly before leaving. "It
was a decision made over a year of terrible anguish because I
really love this institution.
"What I'm really going to miss the most is the student contact
and teaching. If I have any abilities whatsoever , it's in this
contact with students. I get an endorphin surge from just being
around them , particularly the surgical students- going to the
morning report, doing rounds with them, listening to them
discuss surgery and specific cases. And I don't know what's
going to replace that. "

Filling a void
Wisely was a renowned surgeon and trauma authority from
Florida before coming to PCOM in July 1983. Despite his many
successes, he felt there was a void in his career that academia
could fill. Several osteopathic schools wooed him with offers
including three deanships, but he chose PCOM .
"I thought that being in the academic world full time would be
the culmination of a very happy, successful career and I was
right. PCOM provided me with that opportunity," he said.
Serving as chairman of the department of surgery in 1983, he
became professional director the following year and then
director of medical education from 1985 to 1989. By the end of
that tenure he was also the dean, a post he filled from 1988 until
this past summer.

Some of the highlights of his tenure include the introduction
of a geriatrics program to address a burgeoning medical need
and an expansion of rotations at the college's urban and rural
health care centers. Voluntary clinical rotations elsewhere in the
country and the world were also established during his term .
In addition to adding specific programs , Wisely made
changes in teaching strategy, placing a greater emphasis on
more integrated , interdepartmental teaching and more hands-on
diagnostic and clinical training.
"When I came here in 1983 there were no suturing labs, " he
said. "In the curriculum, we have constantly strived to develop
more clinical skill opportunities and to teach clinical relevancy. "
His contributions have been noted by colleagues and
students alike. "He left an impact on PCOM that will last forever,"
says Kenneth J. Veit, '76, MBA, assistant dean for graduate
medical education and now acting dean. "He touched so many
individual lives, from students to interns and residents. He is a
role model for so many people. I get emotional talking about
him , as most people do, because he was one of the most
beloved physicians on this campus."

His down-home approach
Although his contributions to PCOM 's curriculum are many,
he will be remembered just as much for his personal , downhome approach -the approach of a boy raised by his
grandmother on a farm with no indoor plumbing or electricity.
You could see it in the Washington apples he gave out each
Christmas - 35 bushels last year- to all departments at the
college and hospital from surgery to housekeeping . "They're just
a small token of my appreciation for the people who made my
stay and my success possible, " he said.
And you could see this same approach in his open door
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WISELY
Here is a short list of
Dr. Wiselys most cited
uwise/y-isms."

"Never let a little
skin get between
you and the
diagnosis. "

"Loss of sphincteric
control in the ER by
either the patient or
physician usually
determines a bad
result. "

"Never let the sun
set on an abscess. "

"When you open an
abscess, make the
hole big enough for
a prairie dog to
crawl through. "

"Halitosis is better
than no breath at
all."

·
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policy. "He just always had time for
everybody," says Carol Fox, admissions
director and registrar. The students
particularly appreciated that. "He was a
father figure for me," says Clara Higgins ,
'93, former student council president. "It
was nice knowing that I could go to him to
discuss things. "
"I enjoyed listening to thei r concerns
and doing whatever I could to make them
a better, more compassionate physician,"
Wisely said . "I stress compassion ."

Good communication the k e y
Whether meeting with students or
teaching them , Wisely emphasized the
importance of good communication and
practiced what he taught. He always told
his students that patients want three
things from their physician. They want you
to talk to them . They want you to listen to
them , and they want you to touch them.
"And what better way to touch them , than
using osteopathic manipulative therapy?"
His excellence as a physician and
surgeon was matched only by his talent in
training other surgeons. Early in his residency Arthur Sessa, '81 , called Wisely in
the middle of the night about a case in
which he thought a minor procedure was
needed .
"Do you feel comfortable with it?"
Wisely asked.
"Yes," said Sessa, the current
chairman of general surgery who was
Wisely's partner until 1989. But Wisely,
correctly, sensed otherwise. As the
patient was being prepped, Sessa took
two steps backwards and bumped into
Wisely.
"I think he just had an innate ability to
understand people," Sessa said. "He
knew when he needed to be there and he
knew when you needed him to let up ."

Embracing PCOM as his own
Wisely, who received an honorary
degree from his Kirksville alma mater last
year, received an honorary doctor of laws
degree from PCOM in 1988, when he was
the commencement speaker. His loyalties,
however, have always been with PCOM.
"Even though I am not a graduate of here,
I still regard this institution as my ownand always will."
It was with great pride then that, as

0

one of his last official acts as dean , he
officiated at the 1992 graduation of his
daughter Denise, a for-mer nurse. "To
hang the hood around her neck as a
physician was one of the great thrills of my
life that ranked with getting married and
finishing my residency," he said.

Busy in retire m ent
Now a permanent Daytona Beach,
Fla., resident, Wisely has busied himself
with some administrative duties involving
education , quality assurance and bed
utilization at Peninsula Medical Center in
Ormond Beach, Fla. , where he served as
chairman of the department of surgery,
chief of staff and chairman of the board of
trustees prior to coming to PCOM .
He has also found time for his
collection of 200,000 football cards and
enjoys playing golf at the country club
where he used to be a scratch golfer and
club champion . And , happily, he is spending more time with his wife than he can
remember in their 43 years of marriage.
Despite his busy retirement, he has
found time to miss PCOM . Reached at his
home recently, he admitted feeling empty
the first day of the school year. "You get
so much energy from being around those
enthusiastic freshmen and sophomores ,"
said Wisely, who continues to give
surgery lectures to the sophomore class.
"I haven't forgotten them. I admitted them
and they're still my people ."

The goa l achie ve d
Back in July, as he was emptying his
office, he came upon a letter from AI
Castano, '86, who wrote that what
impressed him the most about his PCOM
education was the emphasis on the
osteopathic philosophy. "I felt good and
proud about that," Wisely said . "We only
contribute a small part as an individual to
anyone's education, and if that small part
can be meaningful and true to our osteopathic tradition- stressing how important
it is to be a physician and a compassionate human being- then I think we've
accomplished what we should .
"If physicians can not be compassionate then they only need one piece of
equipment in their office and that's a
mirror to watch themselves slowly starve
to death ."

Osteopathic
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fROM COLLEAGUES AND CO-WORKERS
Robert G.
Cuzzolino, EdD,
Associate Dean
for Academic
Administration
"Dan is among the
finest educators with
whom I've ever
worked. Given the
caliber of the man
and the teacher that he is, and with his
energy and vision as a physician, he has
done more in his few short years as dean
than many more people could have done
in a decade, and I think PCOM is a much
better college because he was here."

Ruth Wian
Coordinator,
Dean 's Office
"The word 'compassion ' best describes
Dr. Wisely. He always
showed compassion
for his patients as
well as for his
students. His overall
attitude toward life is honest, positive and
down to earth. "

Henry
Tomkiewicz
Director of Student
Affairs
"He combines a
remarkable downhome attitude and
approach to things
with a presence that
naturally commands
respect. He 's just such a wonderful guy. "

Bill Craver, '87,
Completed surgical
residency this past
year under Dr. Wisely
"He is a gentleman
and a caring human
being with a gift for
the art of surgery.
That's the essence of
what makes him the
nationally-respected individual that he is."

Carol Fox
Director of Admissions
and Registrar
"He was so in tune
with the students and
what they were
thinking and he was
there all the time for
them and everybody
who worked for or
with him. I've never worked with anyone in
his position who was so interested in
what's happening with our applicants and
future students as Dr. Wisely. "

Dee Yate s
Former Secretary/
Medical Assistant,
Department of
Surgery

7

CLASSIC

WISELY
"You know you're in
trouble when the
patient is the same
color as the
sidewalk. "

"Trauma surgery is not
for the faint of heart. "

"He truly believed in
the osteopathic
philosophy and that
was what he wanted
to teach all of his
students. He was so wonderful; working
for him was like working for my father. "

Robe rt Berger, '58,
Assistant Dean for
Clinical Education
"Dan Wisely is the
most giving person I
know. He believes
that the physician's
just responsibility is to
serve and he lives by
his belief. When both
my parents needed emergency surgery,
he was there. That's the kind of man he is.
Nothing is too much trouble for him. If
somebody needs help, Dan will be there."

Le onard H .
Finkelstein , '59,
Osteopathic Medical
Center President
"Dan Wisely is not
only the best
surgeon, but the best
people person that I
have ever met. This
institution will sorely
miss him as will I."

"The golden hour" the time a physician
has to make up his or
her mind about a
trauma case.

"Hemorrhage is the
patient's response to
an incompetent
surgeon."

"Shock is the critical
patient's pit stop on
the highway to death. "

8
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Harmonizing music with medicine
Two years out of high school, David Rosenthal was playing the viola with the
National Symphony in Washington, D.C. Today, David Rosenthal, '60, is a
board certified physiatrist, the medical director of the Medical Center
for Performing Artists as well as The Rehab Station, both in
Norristown, Pa., and a professional violist with the
Reading and Allentown symphony
orchestras. Medicine, obviously, is not the
on ly art he practices. That's also true of
Sherman N. Leis, '67 , a plastic surgeon
who is also the first clarinetist with the
Bala Cynwyd Symphony
Orchestra, and
Anthony J.
Cincotta, '63,
an industrial
medicine
specialist who
plays big band
trumpet.

-,
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David Rosenthal, '60:

l~f ARlf~l PRA[ll[f ~f MHI[I~f A~~ M~~l[
"There is a medical science, but the ability to practice
medicine is certainly an art," says Rosenthal. "The ability to deal
with patients, to gain their confidence, is a major aspect of
taking care of them, and the same is true of music. To be
accepted as an expert in both fields and to satisfy the needs of
both my peers in music and medicine, and both my patients and
audience, is extremely gratifying."
For Rosenthal, as for Leis and Cincotta, music came much
earlier than medicine. He began studying violin at the age of six,
and later switched to viola, which he played for the All-Philadelphia High School Orchestra. Well on his way to becoming an
adept musician, he studied with the Curtis String Quartet in
Philadelphia and was awarded a scholarship to the prestigious
Julliard School of Music in New York.
A year later, in 1949, three orchestras- Baltimore, Dallas
and the National Symphony in Washington, D.C. - offered him
contracts, and he soon was the youngest member of the
National Symphony playing under conductor Howard Mitchell.
But Rosenthal left the symphony during the Korean War to
enlist in the U.S. Navy. A member of the Navy Orchestra, he
played viola and became the orchestra's announcer for both
radio broadcasts and outdoor concerts. At the same time, he
became enamored with osteopathic medicine. "My older brother
Martin Rosenthal, '50, was my role model and inspiration, and he
was such an excellent salesman for osteopathic medicine that I
decided to become a physician," he explains.
Beginning his undergraduate work at George Washington
University in Washington , D.C., while still in the Navy, and
continuing his pre-med at Temple University, he then enrolled at
PCOM in 1956. After graduation, he entered general practice
with his brother, and in 1970 decided to specialize in physiatry,
which he pursued at the University of Pennsylvania and the V.A.
Hospital in Philadelphia.
Rosenthal played professionally throughout his medical
schooling . Now, despite his many medical appointmentsincluding director of rehabilitation and sports medicine and
chairman of the department of medicine at Suburban General
Hospital, Norristown, Pa. -music continues to be a focal point
for him .
Currently, he performs between 35 and 40 weekends a year
with the Reading and Allentown symphonies, the Robert Page
Chorale in Reading and the Reading Choral Society. He also
plays in Atlantic City casinos and with orchestras in Philadelphia.
The music world also enters into his medical world as
Rosenthal treats members of the Philadelphia, Dallas, Boston
and National symphonies and orchestras. He has found that
being a musician gives him insight into the needs of his patients.
"There are .numerous neuro-musculoskeletal problems with
musicians, including problems caused by repetitive finger
motions. As a musician I understand the constraints of playing
an instrument, and as a physician I understand the effects those
constraints have on the anatomy," says Rosenthal.
"Pianists, guitarists, string players, percussionists and wind

David Rosenthal, '60
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and brass players all suffer from them. Musicians such as cellists and drummers also have significant back
problems because they usually play in an abnormal position. When they hold this position for long periods of
time, they suffer static contraction."
His solutions include advising violists to use a smaller instrument to reduce stretching, and to play the
instrument more to the front rather than the side to reduce stress. To reduce strain on shoulders , he
recommends guitarists use a wider strap . To reduce static contractions, he teaches
relaxation techniques. To prevent musculoskeletal difficulties, he teaches
musicians to keep their elbows and wrists in certain positions and to warm up
and cool down before and after they play- just like athletes do. And to
prevent repetitive motion problems , he suggests briefer, but more frequent
practice sessions .
When he opted for medicine, Rosenthal never believed he was giving up
a career in music; he was simply adding another. "I am thrilled with both of
my careers and would not want to give up either," he says. "I have been
able to take off the white coat and put on the tuxedo without any difficulty.
Music has relieved me of many anxieties. As the saying goes, 'Music
soothes the savage beast;' it's an emotional and an intellectual joy. It has
been an integral part of my life- an extension of myself- for the greatest
part of my life.
"Medicine, and in particular osteopathic medicine, has likewise been a
very rewarding experience. I have gotten a tremendous amount of
satisfaction from being able to help people, especially musicians, because
they are my kinfolk. They're part of me and I'm part of them. "

Sherman N. Leis, '67:

PlMI~b M~~l[ Wll~ A~~Rbf~W~ PRf[l~m~
Sherman N. Leis, '67, also sees similarities between music and
medicine. "I thin~ it takes similar qualities to be a high level musician as it
does to be a good plastic surgeon ," says Leis , a Bala Cynwyd surgeon
and professor and chairman of plastic and reconstructive surgery at
Osteopathic Medical Center. "You really need to enjoy being
meticulous and having the goal of consistently obtaining an excellent
final result. Both professions take a lot of dedication, study, practice , artistic
sensitivity and meticulous attention to detail.
"You have to be a fairly obsessive-compulsive person , or at least have some
such traits, because both fields are very precise and very demanding. Yet
there's a limited area of flexibility where the individual has to decide among a
number of choices and make these decisions based on a combination of
knowledge and artistic sensitivity."
Leis originally believed he would be utilizing those personality traits
exclusively on the concert stage. Encouraged by his mother, who studied
piano at the Cu rtis Institute , Leis began taking clarinet lessons while in the
second grade . By junior high school, he was playing with and conducting his
school orchestra, was a member of the All-Philadelphia Junior High School
Orchestra and Band and was beginning to think about a professional music
career.
His involvement and interest in music grew in high school , where he carried
a double major in both music and academic studies. He performed in the
school orchestra, concert and jazz bands and was selected to play with the AllPhiladelphia High School Orchestra. He studied under clarinetists Guido Mecoli
at the Settlement Music School and Anthony Gigliotti , then and now the
Philadelphia Orchestra's principal clarinetist. He also haunted the Academy of
Music each Friday afternoon to hear the Philadelphia Orchestra and to rub shoulders

.
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Sherman N .
Leis, '67, and
Philadelphia
Orchestra
principal
clarinetist
Anthony
Gigliotti

backstage with some of the world's best musicians
and conductors.
Heady stuff. And yet, as good as Leis was , he
began to realize the odds of making it onto that same
stage with Gigliotti were slim. With only a handful of
first-rate American orchestras, and with each only
employing three or four clarinetists , who each stayed
for 20 or 30 years (at age 70, Gigliotti has been with
the Philadelphia Orchestra four decades), it wasn't
exactly a growth industry.
"I knew I was good but I didn't think I'd ever be one
of the world's top clarinetists ," says Leis. Despite the
offer of a music scholarship to Temple University, both
Mecoli and Gigliotti agreed that he should consider
other career options. "They both thought I was a
talented musician, but at the same time knew that
music was a difficult career even for the best of
players, so they suggested it might be smarter not to
rely on music as a career."
Following that advice, he pursued a degree in
natural sciences at Rutgers University and, surrounded
by pre-med students, gravitated towards medicine and
PCOM, where his family doctor, Morton Greenwald,
'41, was chief of pathology. Leis worked his way
through college playing with his own band, and later in
Sweden, on a fellowship in plastic surgery, he
performed recitals and at dinner parties with the chief
of surgery accompanying him on piano.

But it wasn't until his return to the United States and
a rekindling of his friendship with Gigliotti backstage
after a concert at the Academy of Music that he
became enthused about playing again. Within a year,
he was responding to a newspaper ad to join the
Merion Musical Society Symphony Orchestra, an
orchestra in the Philadelphia suburbs. He has been the
principal clarinetist of what is now the Bala Cynwyd
Symphony Orchestra ever since. He has also
performed as principal clarinetist with the Doctors
Symphony Orchestra, the Chestnut Hill Symphony and
in recitals with chamber ensembles.
"When I'm involved in music it is similar to when I
am involved in surgery," says Leis . "I focus very
intensely on what I'm doing. When I'm playing music,
in my mind I'm at the Academy of Music, performing
with the Philadelphia Orchestra. I try to play on a
professional level- at the highest level possible.
"When I'm in surgery, I concentrate with the same
intensity to produce the highest quality surgical result
possible."
And he does both with no regrets. "I never
regretted my decision to not pursue music further,"
says Leis. "Even if you are an excellent musician your
future can be uncertain , but if you are an excellent
doctor, you are almost assured of a busy and
successful career. "
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Anthony J. Cincotta, '63:

"I go to work every day to earn a living and
provide for my family, but I play music to live," says
Cincotta, an urgent care and occupational health
specialist who practices both at his Broomall home
and MedCenter 100 in Exton, Pa.
Cincotta has been playing trumpet since he
was 10 years old. That was in 1944. The music he
plays today is the music of that era- the big band
swing sound of Glenn Miller, Count Basie, Woodie
Herman, Tommy Dorsey, Duke Ellington and Harry
James. "It was something I liked as soon as I heard
it. It's that bug that bites you and you say to
yourself, 'This is what I want to do.'"
He was a trumpet player, conductor and
director of the Mount St. Mary's College band in
Emmitsburg , Md. , near where he grew up. But
Cincotta's horn remained silent for nearly 20 years
from 1963 to the early 1980s. His last performance
was a PCOM Christmas concert. Why the long
hiatus? 'The practice of medicine and raising eight
sons," he responds.
His return to his horn was precipitated by his
wife, Estelle, a singer in the St. Anastasias Roman
Catholic Church choir in Newtown Square, Pa.
Without consulting him, she volunteered his
services for a brass quartet to play at a Christmas
mass.
"You must have lost your mind ," he told her. "I
haven't played a note in nearly 20 years. "
She handed him the music and said, "Practice."
He did . "When I started to practice for that little
brass quartet," he says , "I realized how much I had
missed it. It was the greatest favor my wife

Anthony J. Cincotta, '63

could have ever done for me. "
After the Christmas concert, Cincotta learned of
an adult concert band that was forming and he
began to play regularly again. Two years later he
heard that a big band called "The Big Band From
the Valley" (Rose Valley, Pa.) was looking for a
trumpet player. Cincotta pursued the lead and has

been playing with the band, and smaller groups,
ever since.
"I felt very comfortable and very good about
getting back to playing," says Cincotta, who also
plays flugelhorn. "It gave me an opportunity to
rehearse once a week with a band on a regular
basis. I also practice at home two or three times a
week for an hour to an hour and a half- which
isn't nearly enough." But taxing enough for a
physician's schedule.
The band, which also features a third-year
PCOM student, Steve Adams, on trombone,
averages 15 to 20 performances a year. Cincotta
particularly enjoys playing with young people in
attendance. "There's a great deal of enthusiasm on
their part and we love it, too . It's exciting to be able
to keep the music alive and pass it on to younger
generations."
Among the band's appearances was a
fundraiser for the Aging and lnfirmed Sisters at
Camilla Hall at Immaculata College presented at
the Valley Forge Music Fair. One of Cincotta's
favorite performances was playing at his son's
wedding. "Walking my wife down the aisle and
then climbing up to the choir loft to play a couple
of classic trumpet pieces and the traditional
'Wedding March' at the request of my son was a
real thrill for me."
Like Leis and Rosenthal, he couldn't imagine
life without music. "It's my therapy," he says. "I
think any art form tends to make you a better, more
well-rounded person. For years I told patients, 'You
need to have an outlet, a hobby, other than your
job.' But I wasn't practicing what I was preaching
until I got back to playing music."

Boyhood admiration turns
into artistic sideline
It began in the mid-1940s with a Boy Scout calendar featuring
Norman Rockwell illustrations, hanging in the Northeast Philadelphia
bedroom of Donald and Marshall Stoltz, and has evolved into a fulltime hobby for a busy physician.
Donald Stoltz, '61 , and his brother
have become the major keepers of the
Rockwell flame . Since 1976 their
complete collection of Rockwell's 324
Saturday Evening Post covers has been
at the heart of their own Norman Rockwell
Museum in Center City Philadelphia.
In addition to owning and operating
the museum, they have pu_blished several
Rockwell coffee table books, with another
on the way next spring. They and
Donald's wife, Phyllis, also lecture
nationwide on the Rockwell phenomenon. And Donald is working with a
television producer on a documentary
about Rockwell and the other celebrated Saturday Evening Post
cover artists.
The boyhood interest-turned-obsession began in earnest in 1970,
when Donald's wife gave him a new Rockwell book for his birthday.
Attempting to get the book autographed for his brother, Marshall
called Stockbridge, Mass., where Rockwell lived. Rockwell answered
the phone and invited them to stop by some time. He also mailed
them an autographed sketch of his well-known triple portrait.
Two years later, while on a family vacation in the Berkshires, the
Stoltzes took him up on his invitation and visited a very cordial
Rockwell. They left vowing to complete their collection of his Post
covers.
.
By 1975 they achieved their goal. That~s when Donald, despite no
publishing experience, decided to publish what would become the
three-volume set titled "Norman Rockwell al)d the Saturday Evening
Post." Simon & Shuster would eventually sell out 160,000 sets.
Their publication led to the acquisition of a lot of Rockwell
memorabilia, and then to the 1976 opening of the Rockwell Museum .
Although Rockwell never visited the museum, he spoke to the
Stoltzes often and gave his blessings to their efforts. Donald
concedes Rockwell looked at the world through rose-colored glasses,
but, likening him to Walt Disney, doesn't consider that a flaw. "He
painted what he wanted to see," he says. "His paintings could be
sentimental, happy and touching, but rarely if ever were they sad or
ugly. If you look for it, you can find happiness and that's what he did."
His favorite covers (many of which he and Marshall actually
named) include "Shuffleton's Barbershop," "Doctor Examining a Doll"
and a young boy with his pants lowered looking up at a doctor just
"Before the Shot."
To Donald the museum not only provides an enjoyable sideline,
but helps· him run his busy Northeast Philadelphia practice by giving
him perspective. "This interest adds another dimension to my life. It
keeps me sane so that I can better deal with the trials and tribulations
of running a general practice and all the changes in medicine," he
says.
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Steven L. Davis, '87, Francis Barse, MD , and
Frederick G. Meoli, DO: "Male breast carcinoma: Clinical
experience in a suburban community," Journal of the
American Osteopathic Association, Vol. 92, No. 8, Aug.
1992, pp. 1005-1016.
Jeffrey J. Esper, DO , Michael A. Nigro, '66, Robin
Wishnow, BA, Thomas Barnett, '55, Augustine L.
Perrotta, DO , and William Richardson, DO: "Clinical
improvement of the myopathy in eosinophilia-myalgia
syndrome with steroids and rehabilitative therapy," Journal of
the American Osteopathic Association, Vol. 92, No.8, Aug.
1992, pp. 1056-1058.
Ronald F. Sing, '86, and Paul L. Marino, MD , PhD: "A
new perspective on stress ulcer prophylaxis ," Journal of the
American Osteopathic Association, Vol. 92, No.8, Aug.
1992, pp . 1026-1027.
Thomas M. Whiteneck, ''85: "Managing Hypertensive
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ClassActs - - - - - •
19 4 6
Angelo Amadio, Frysburg ,

1 9 70
George T. Loose,

Pa. , was named Pennsylvania General Practitioner of
the Year by the Pennsylvania
Osteopathic General Practitioners Society.

Palmyra, Pa., has become a
member of the American College of General Practitioners.

1 957
Albert R. Amalfitano,
Waterville, Maine, has become a member of American
College of General Practitioners.

Daniel H. Belsky,
Voorhees, N.J. , has been
elected treasurer of the New
Jersey Association of
Osteopathic Physicians and
Surgeons .

1967
Michael Cordas, Jr.,
Hummelstown, Pa., appeared
on an episode of "Rescue
911" for his resuscitation of a
72-year-old man.

1969
John Giuliano, South
Bethany, Del., has joined the
medical staff at Millville
Family Health Center of
Beebe Hospital.

1 976
Michael Dudnick,
Linwood, N.J., has been
elected president of the New
Jersey Chapter of the
American College of
Emergency Physicians.

Thomas D. Piepszak,
Hopewell, N.J., has been
appointed to the courtesy
medical staff at Princeton
Medical Center.

1977
Scott R. Burg, Mayfield
Heights, Ohio, has been
appointed assistant clinical
professor in the department
of internal medicine and
rheumatology at the Case
Western Reserve University
School of Medicine,
Cleveland.
Thomas V. Falone,
Deptford, N.J ., has joined the
medical staff at Springfield
Hospital.

- - - - - • ClassActs - - - - - •
J. Robert McGhee, Narragansett, R.I., has become a
fellow of the American
College of Cardiology.
James N. Masceri,
Trevose, Pa. , has become a
member of the American College of General Practitioners.

1978
Frederick P. Klemich,
Downington , Pa., has joined
the medical staff at Paoli
Memorial Hospital.

Jerrold M. Snyder,
Richboro, Pa., has been
appointed chairman of the
department of obstetrics and
gynecology at St. Mary
Hospital, Langhorne.

1979
Millicent G. Zacher,
Jenkintown, Pa., has joined
the medical staff at Main Line
Reproductive Science
Center, Wayne.

William A. Wewer, Harrisburg, Pa., was interviewed on
the "People Power" program
on WMIX-FM radio .

1980
Lois H. Banks, Marlton ,
N.J., has become a member
of the American College of
General Practitioners.

Gerald R. Medwick,
Wexford , Pa. , has been
appointed to the medical
staff at Canonsburg General
Hospital.
Stephen Shoemaker,
Hazleton, Pa., has been
named to the board of
directors of Hazleton General
Hospital.

1 9 81
Ray E. Sharretts,
Bensalem, Pa., has been
accepted as a resident in the
department of psychiatry and
human behavior at Thomas
Jefferson University School of
Medicine.
James Simon, Lower
Gwynedd, has joined the
medical staff at North Penn
Hospital , Lansdale.

William P. Zipperer, Jr.,
Mesa, Ariz., has been
elected chief of internal
medicine at the Mesa
General Medical Center.

1982
Bruce A. Feinberg, Philadelphia, Pa., has joined the
medical staff at HCA Parkway
Medical Center, Lithia
Springs, Ga.

William R. Holmes,
Lewistown, Mont., has been
elected vice president of the
Montana State Osteopathic
Association, while Cathy A.
Holmes, '85, has been
elected secretary.
Margaret S. Tretter,
Allentown , Pa., was used as
a source for an article on
hypertension which was
published in the East Penn
Parkland.

1983
Arne Hasselquist, Eagle
River, Ark., was interviewed
by the Sourdough Sentinel of
Elmendorf Air Force Base,
Anchorage , Alaska, about his
assistance in transporting
two Russian burn victims to
the United States.

1984
Daniel Oberdick, York ,
Pa., has been appointed
director of the Medic 102
advanced life support unit
and medical command
facility at Memorial Hospital.

1985
Ellen Conroy, Rose Valley,
Pa. , has joined the medical
staff at Paoli Memorial
Hospital.

Susan Dallas-Feeney,
Media, Pa., has joined the
medical staff at Paoli
Memorial Hospital.
Leonard S. Goldsmith,
Phoenixville, Pa., has joined
the medical staff at Holy
Redeemer Hospital and
Medical Center, Meadowbrook.
Jeffrey T. Kirchner,
Lancaster, Pa., has been
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- - - - - • C lassActs - - - - - •
appointed to the editorial
board of Postgraduate

Medicine.

ingdon, Pa., has joined the
medical staff at J.C . Blair
Memorial Hospital.

Richard M. Troum,

John L. Gaffney, Long-

Oceanview, N.J., has joined
the medical staff at Shore
Memorial Hospital, Somers
Point.

port, N.J. , has joined the
medical staff at Shore
Memorial Hospital, Somers
Point.

Thomas M. Whiteneck,

John R. Gimpel, Willow

Lithonia, Ga., has been
certified in general practice
by the American Osteopathic
Board of General
Practitioners.

Grove, Pa., has been named
medical director of the Media
Weight Management
program at Chestnut Hill
Hospital, Philadelphia.

1986
Christopher J. Lucasti,
Ocean City, N.J., has joined
the medical staff at Burdette
Tomlin Memorial Hospital,
Cape May Court House.

James H. Sussman, Los
Alamos, N.M., has joined Dr.
Richard W. Honsinger in the
practice of internal medicine,
allergy and pulmonology.

James J. Majdic,
Mountaintop, Pa., has joined
the medical staff at WilkesBarre General Hospital.

Thomas Marino, Broomall,
Pa., has been joined the
medical staff at Paoli
Memorial Hospital.

1 9 87
Domenick Braccia, Philadelphia, Pa., has become a
member of the Philadelphia
County Medical Society.

1988
John W. D'Andrea, HuntCommissioning ...

Wayne T. Jones, York,
Pa. , has joined the medical
staff at Paoli Memorial
Hospital.

Jeanette M. Morrison,
Blue Bell, Pa., has joined the
medical staff at Holy
Redeemer Hospital and
Medical Center, Meadowbrook.

Brian Nester , Lafayette
Hi II, Pa., has been named
assistant director of
emergency medicine at
Delaware County Memorial
Hospital, Drexel Hill.

Richard A. Prisuta,
Lansdale, Pa. , has joined the
medical staff at Grand View
Hospital, Sellersville.

Paul D. Thomas, Danville,
Pa., has joined the medical
staff at Geisinger Medical
Center as an associate in the
department of general
internal medicine .

In Memoriam
William L. Silverman, '38,
dies
William L. Silverman, '38,
of Wynnewood, Pa., died
Aug. 10. Silverman served
as chairman of pathology at
Osteopathic Medical Center
from 1981 to 1987. Recognized for excellence in his
profession , Silverman was
awarded PCOM's honorary
doctor of laws degree at the
1986 commencement.
Later in 1989, he was
named Pathologist of the
Year.
Silverman is survived by
his wife , the former
Susanne Culbert, his
daughters Susan I. Luckow
and Sheila S. Beal, and his
son Brian S. Silverman , '79.
Gifts in memoriam can be
sent to the Thomas M.
Rowland Memorial Fund , c/o
PCOM , Alumni Office, 4150
City Ave. , Philadelphia , Pa.
19131.

Lawrence A. Wieger,
Harrisburg , Pa. , has opened
a practice at Harrisburg
Community General
Hospital.

Robert G. DeRue, '56,
IM , Novelty, Ohio.

Samuel Getlen, '26, GP,
Trenton, N.J., July 31.
Sherman T. Lewis, '30,
GP, New Bern, N.C.

D. Deane Maxwell, '35,
GP, Carbondale, Pa., May
26.

Howard T. Meminger,
'41, OALR, Fayetteville, Pa.,
May 2.

Dorothy B. Myers, '29,
Ocean Grove, N.J.

George Nikola, '34, MT,
South Nyack, N.Y., May 31.

Donald I. Phillips, '43,
RH, Maybrook, N.Y., July 18.

William A. Somerville,
Jr., '50, GP, Hewitt, N.J.,
June 27.

1 989
Edward N. Fishman, Las
Vegas, Nev., is the presidentelect of the Nevada Osteopathic Medical Association.
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